Helen Russell
December 12, 1925 - August 4, 2018

Helen Serfis Russell of Northville, NY, passed away with her family by her side on
Saturday, August 4, 2018, at the age of 92 at Mountain Valley Hospice in Gloversville, NY.
Helen was born on Dec. 12, 1925, to Herman and Ruth Serfis. She graduated from
Northville Central School in 1944 as Salutatorian. In 1948, she received a Bachelor of Arts
in Music Education from Crane School of Music at SUNY Potsdam and went on to earn a
Masters in Voice.
On June 19, 1948, Helen married Robert Russell. After beginning her teaching career at
Northville Central School, Helen joined her husband as a teacher for the Johnstown
School District. During her 26 year tenure, she and Robert became known as Ma and Pa
Russell to the countless students they took under their wings, sharing their love, joy and
music. Robert died in 2002 after the couple celebrated 54 years of marriage, an inspiration
to all who knew them.
In 1994, Helen was awarded a Lifetime Achievement Award from the Johnstown Music
Department for her years of tireless service and dedication to music and music education.
Helen’s teaching also extended to her home with countless piano students, whom she
continued to work with until 2015 at the age of 89.
Helen was Choir Director and Organist at Northville United Methodist Church for 65 years,
while also acting as Choir Director and Organist for the Northville Presbyterian Church for
20 years. In 2012, Helen conducted her final and 65th Annual Community Christmas
Concert, and was named Music Director Emeritus of Northville United Methodist Church.
She was a guest conductor for various County Music Festivals, including the 1980 Winter
Olympics Festival at the Glens Falls Civic Center.
Helen was very active in community theater and music productions, specifically St. John’s
Presents, Colonial Little Theater, Union Hall Inn Players, Bats Bay Productions, Sr.

Citizens Chorus, Council of Churches Concerts and Ensemble Music Club. She was an
avid Yankees fan.
Helen was awarded the 2000 Liberty Bell Award, which is presented to an individual
recognizing their dedicated service to the community. In 2001 she received the Dewitt
Clinton Award on behalf of Masonry by Fish House Masonic Lodge #278, which
recognizes outstanding public and community service.
“Lala,” as she was affectionately called by her family, is survived by her daughters, Lynne
(Patrick) Barnett and Luann Russell, 6 grandchildren, Erin (Jerry) Gretzinger, Burke
(Katie) Barnett, Meg (Caleb) Bronz, Ryan Bromford, Joshua Rose, and Christopher Rose,
9 great-grandchildren and her brother, Larry (Janis) Serfis, as well as numerous nieces
and nephews. She was pre-deceased by her brother, Robert (Alice) Serfis.
The celebration of Helen’s life will be held at the United Methodist Church of Northville,
301 S. Main on Sunday, August 12, 2018. The family will greet relatives and friends from
2-3pm, followed by a memorial service at 3pm.
Memorial contributions may be sent to Sarah Jane Sanford Home, Amsterdam, NY and
Mountain Valley Hospice, Gloversville, NY. The family would like to sincerely thank them
for the compassionate and wonderful care that Helen and her family received.
Arrangements are under the direction and care of the Northville Funeral Home.
Condolences may be made to the family online at www.northvillefuneralservice.com.
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Visitation

02:00PM - 03:00PM

Northville United Methodist Church
Main Street, Northville, NY, US, 12134

AUG
12

Memorial Service

03:00PM

Northville United Methodist Church
Main Street, Northville, NY, US, 12134

Comments

“

Kathryn Kissinger lit a candle in memory of Helen Russell

Kathryn Kissinger - October 07, 2018 at 04:13 PM

“

I just saw this--so sorry to hear of your loss. What a wonderful Lady, indeed. May she rest
in peace!
Kathryn Kissinger - October 07, 2018 at 04:15 PM

“

Patsy Smith lit a candle in memory of Helen Russell

Patsy smith - August 19, 2018 at 04:02 PM

“

“

Larry...so sorry to hear about your sister. R.I.P. Pat Kakareka Smith
Patsy smith - August 19, 2018 at 04:04 PM

Lynne & Luann... I just heard today of Helen’s passing, as we have been away. What
wonderful memories I have! She was a gift to us all. My prayers are with you
all....Kim Whitman Mintzer

kimberly whitman mintzer - August 17, 2018 at 03:30 AM

“

Helen was a truly remarkable, kind woman. Throughout the years every encounter
with her was a joy. She was a vibrant part of our community and is missed. So sorry
we are missing the service today as we are in VT but are hearts and prayers are with
her and her family. Judy and Rob Morrison

Judy and Rob Morrison - August 12, 2018 at 12:33 PM

“

So very sorry to read this...what a sweet, beautiful lady. Fond memories.
Prayers for healing and peace for her family.

Lisa (Abrams) Miller - August 12, 2018 at 05:29 AM

“

My condolences to the family. Helen was so giving and gave so much to our church.
She made beautiful music. She will be truly missed.

Sherry Kirsche - August 10, 2018 at 11:08 PM

“

So many wonderful memories of this amazing woman! Our thoughts are with you all
during this difficult time. She will be missed by so many!
With our deepest sympathy,
Jim & Tammie Subik

Tammie Subik - August 10, 2018 at 10:08 PM

“

Condolences to the family. May you all find comfort in wonderful memories of such a
grand lady. Bill and Donna Crannell

donna crannell - August 09, 2018 at 01:48 PM

“

I remember your mom and dad as some of the best teacher/mentors a student could
have. My your family find solace that they are together again. Thank you for sharing
them with the students of JHS for so many years. Lori Mac Vean - Feldbauer

Lori Feldbauer - August 09, 2018 at 12:52 PM

“

There were some teachers who were, well, “less than welcoming” to me when I first
started teaching at JHS in the early 70s, but Helen and Bob both welcomed me with
sincerely open arms. Many years later, after her retirement, she participated in my
step-brother’s induction as an Eagle Scout at her church in Northville, and we were
able to reminisce about her and Bob’s career at JHS. Still later, I ran into her when
our appointments at NY Oncology crossed. She was frail, yes, and needed some
“prodding” to remember, but the smile that broke out on her face will remain with me
always. Rest In Peace, Helen.

Nolan Marciniec - August 09, 2018 at 12:27 PM

“

My memory of Lala, my grandchildrens' great-grandma, is from the wedding of Meg
and Caleb in 2010. She was ironing in preparation for the event when the
transformer down the road blew and the power went out! It was one of those magical
days, kind of like the days surrounding her passing. When we were all dancing and
singing as the rain was falling on the tent, she was one of the joyful celebrators
dancing. She was a rare and special woman.

Carolyn Bronz - August 09, 2018 at 09:32 AM

“

Helen was a wonderful teacher. She was admired by many of her students and made
it easy to call her Ma. She will be missed.
Jeff Dillenbeck

Jeff Dillenbeck - August 08, 2018 at 06:53 PM

“

Glad Henderson & Valerie Watson purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for
the family of Helen Russell.

Glad Henderson & Valerie Watson - August 08, 2018 at 05:55 PM

“

My condolence to the family. Your Mom and Dad were the teachers ever to teach at
Johnstown High School. She is now in the arms of your Dad. RIP

Bill Jurica - August 08, 2018 at 04:18 PM

“

Lynne,Luanne ,my sincere condolences to the entire family.Helen was a wonderful and
talented woman .May she rest in peace ♡
lynn Fitzgerald - August 12, 2018 at 05:18 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. Hugs and prayers for all.
Terri Walton Karl

teresa a karl - August 08, 2018 at 03:27 PM

“

My deepest condolences to the family of Mrs. Russell. She was a wonderful music
teacher at JHS and a kind and warm person.

Christine Reynolds - August 08, 2018 at 04:30 AM

“

Gail Edwards Vandenburg lit a candle in memory of Helen Russell

Gail Edwards Vandenburg - August 07, 2018 at 09:28 PM

“

Jan Scott Daly lit a candle in memory of Helen Russell

Jan Scott Daly - August 07, 2018 at 08:08 PM

“

Deepest sympathy to Lynne, Luann and the whole family. Helen was one of the brightest
lights in Northville and now is lighting up Heaven as well. Helen was my choir director at
church, organist for my wedding, mom to my sister's dear friend and the heart and light of
my church family growing up. It was always a pleasure to visit home and run into Helen for
a quick chat, hug and laugh. Enjoyed seeing her perform at St John's Presents and hearing
all the words of affection for her from her Johnstown music students. Her family and friends
were blessed to have her for so long. Heaven is now blessed . May her family find comfort
in all their memories
Jan Scott Daly - August 07, 2018 at 08:19 PM

“

DAWN DARLING lit a candle in memory of Helen Russell

DAWN DARLING - August 07, 2018 at 07:26 PM

“

MY PRAYERS AND THOUGHTS TO THE FAMILY. I HAVE MANY FOND MEMORIES OF
HELEN
DAWN DARLING - August 07, 2018 at 07:27 PM

“

I remember all the concerts at church and how patient she was with Erin and me laughing
during practice for concerts and chorus. She was the best teacher and always so
welcoming. Her and her music will be greatly missed. Lynsay Wilson
Lynsay Wilson - August 10, 2018 at 07:34 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers to all the family. How wonderful to have had such a special
person in your lives
. Marsha

Marsha Bancroft - August 07, 2018 at 05:58 PM

“

My condolences to the family of Mrs, Russell, I remember her fondly from my time at
JHS, a beautiful person inside and out and an amazing talent.

Gale Logan - August 07, 2018 at 05:46 PM

“

Enjoyed the benefits of Helen's teaching career in Johnstown! She was a wonderful
teacher and her students were remarkable! My deepest sympathies!
Joyce Caputo

joyce Mixer Caputo - August 07, 2018 at 05:13 PM

“

Aunt Helen, You were such a huge part of my childhood, and I cherish the moments I
spent in Northville. You will always be in my heart, and I know you will be watching
over all of us, with the rest of the family!
Cheryl

CHERYL LEE EASTEP - August 07, 2018 at 03:04 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Helen Russell.

August 07, 2018 at 10:57 AM

“

Leslie Catanzaro Casey lit a candle in memory of Helen Russell

Leslie Catanzaro Casey - August 07, 2018 at 09:32 AM

“

Lynne, Luanne, and family, I’ve loved the photos of Helen that you have shared with
us over the years. To me, she will always be a lovely, talented, and energetic lady.
I’m sure that those who were fortunate enough to have Helen touch their lives will
remember her beauty and kindness. I am so sorry for your loss.

Kathie Tange-duPre - August 06, 2018 at 10:45 PM

“

I'm thinking of you all. What a wonderful life she had and what a wonderful woman
she was. So many memories I shared with you all and your parents and
grandparents.. you are all in my thoughts and prayers. Love, Martha
xoxoxoxo

Martha Kuppinger - August 06, 2018 at 10:08 PM

“

MRS RUSSELL WAS A GREAT MUSIC TEACHER,SHE WAS A SINCERE
TEACHER
VERN

VERN DUESLER III - August 06, 2018 at 09:59 PM

“

My next door neighbor for decades, my piano teacher, my choir director at Church,
organist at my wedding and my reception. Gatherings at her home and her pool, just
so many memories. Sincere condolences to Lynne, Luann and all the family. You
were so lucky to have her with you for so long. Your wonderful memories will stay
with you forever. Love and hugs to all of you.

Barb Searle - August 06, 2018 at 09:38 PM

“

I am more grateful than I can convey with these few words for Helen's friendship and
for inviting me to join the choir when I began attending worship at First UMC in 1977.
She encouraged me to sing when I had "lost" the songs some 10 years before. With
love and prayers for peace of heart to her family ... Gayle

Gayle Stiffey - August 06, 2018 at 09:23 PM

“

Such a beautiful lady, inside and out. My sincere condolences to the entire family.
She and V. O. are no doubt taking turns directing God's heavenly choir. Gale Poole

Gale Poole - August 06, 2018 at 09:08 PM

“

I know the world lost a BEAUTIFUL soul by GOD gained a BEAUTIFUL ANGEL! My
mother ran the meal program at the Methodist church for many years. Every time she
walked through she always had a kind word. She would go upstairs and play the
organ and sing , we all would just sit and listen to be beautiful voice. One day she
was walking through after lunch was served. I was helping my mom clean up, I had
the radio on and was singing alone with it. She walked through the lunch room and
said I was sitting on the back stairs going up to the chapel, if you ever decide you
want to sing with my choir said the word you are in! Then she stated you have a gift,
rejoice in what GOD gave you sing, sing sing! It ment the world to me I always loved
singing but hearing that from some one with her talent it ment the world! She had the
gift of taking the talent out of the ones who didn’t feel so talented! We all were so
very blessed to know and love her! She left this world with two AMAZING daughters
who give out as much love and support as she did!

Dawn Carman - August 06, 2018 at 08:04 PM

“

Oh my goodness ,Mrs Russell you'll be missed so very much . You taught me in Johnstown
High School so many years a go.
What a great lady ,always kind and sweet.
Ilene Greco - August 08, 2018 at 03:35 PM

“

I cannot think of a kinder, more genuine woman than Helen. Her love of her family,
community, and music is a legacy that go on forever.
I have no doubt that she flies with the angels and is directing their choir

Lynne Paul - August 06, 2018 at 07:45 PM

“

Condolences and prayers to the family. What wonderful memories of your mom you’ll
have love Janie

jane - August 06, 2018 at 07:24 PM

“

Lou Ann, so sorry for the loss off your mom. She was a great kind and loving person and
teacher. She was one of the greatest teachers I had the privelage to have in the 80's. RIP
Ma Russell.
Janet Vezzi Lincourt
Janet lincourt - August 13, 2018 at 09:04 AM

