Fred C. Brownell
March 19, 1937 - December 24, 2017

Fred C. Brownell, age 80, a resident of Edinburg, NY died on Sunday December 24, 2017
at home after being stricken. He was born in Edinburg on March 19, 1937. The son of the
late, Merrill and Beulah Conklin Brownell.
Fred worked as an electrician with his father for many years and operated his own lawn
care business from 1952 – 1980. He was a lifetime area resident, a member of the
Edinburg Methodist Church and was a very active member of the Edinburg Historical
Society since 1975. Fred will always be remembered for his knowledge of local history
and love of sharing that knowledge with visitors of the Nellie Tyrrell Museum.
Fred enjoyed researching his family genealogy, traveling and spending time with his many
family members. He is survived by many aunts, uncles and cousins.
Family and friends of Fred are invited to a graveside service that will be held on June 16,
2018 at 11am at the Edinburg Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made to the
Edinburg Ambulance Squad. Arrangements are under the care of the Northville Funeral
Home. Condolences may be made to the family online at www.northvillefuneralservice.co
m.
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Comments

“

I was saddened to hear of cousin Fred's death. We have such fun memories of
summer picnics in Uncle Merril's and Aunt Beaulah's backyard, and Sunday
afternoon visits to Edinburg. Jeanne and Freddie would exchange stories about
favorite Grand Old Opry shows, their latest 45's, and TV shows. We all loved those
visits, especially Jeanne. As Bob said, we thought of Fred as our Brownell family
historian. When he'd visit our house, we'd pull out old photos and he knew everyone.
He'd tell some family stories that mom and dad wouldn't have shared, and we loved
it. His wry sense of humor came out when telling those.
We're all so glad that we got together for a Brownell cousins reunion in summer
2016. Fred brought family photos and enjoyed sharing stories with everyone. Cheryl
and I will never forget the ride with Fred back to Edinburg that day. The
thunderstorms had us on the edge of our seats the whole time, but Fred kept us
occupied sharing stories as we passed various landmarks along the way. As I left
that day, Fred touched my heart when he offered a treat from Aunt Beaulah's candy
dish, just like she always did.
Fred, you will be missed. You were such a special and beloved member of our
Brownell family. Rest in peace.
Love,
Carol Brownell Soucy

Carol Brownell Soucy - January 05, 2018 at 05:33 PM

“

We've had a lot of notes from Fred over the years and he was amazing. He told us
stuff about music, tv shows, radio programs with dates when important events took
place in the 50's or even 1938. It was interesting and we will miss them.
Phyllis Showerman Healey and Ed.
ps: Ed thinks he could have written a trivia book.

Phyllis Healey - January 02, 2018 at 03:41 PM

“

Helllo Family and Friends,
I, along with so many others, will really miss Fred. His loss is a large one for the
whole Brownell-extended family, including my own Conyne wing.
He knew so much about family history, more (arguably) than anyone. And his
memory was crystal clear; amazingly, for instance, he could recall that my Mother
(Maida Brownell Conyne) had worn shiny red shoes with a bow some 60 years
earlier to a Brownell gathering, whose date and location he could also conjure up, as
well as the guest list. He could tell us very clearly about the Town of Day, and what
happened to affect the Brownells who would then move to Tribes Hill, and he could
point out exactly where the Town was located, down in the waters of the Sacandaga
Reservoir.
He could challenge Garrison Keillor or Will Rogers, or maybe even Mark Twain to
enraptured story-telling about his home town, and cousin Claire knows how he was
beloved at the local historical society, and and in the local writing group. He was a
great, and informed, entertainer.
When younger, after listening to one of the Saturday night Grand Old Oprey shows-as he routinely did-- Fred would direct and announce his own show up in his attic
"studio." I would know absolutely nothing about country music or even think of
listening to it without having benefited from Freddie's informal teaching; he knew all
about its originators (such as Roy Acuff, Patsy Cline, and, of course, Hank Williams)
and he even liked some of the new ones, too. He told me one time when I was lucky
as a boy to stay over with him and Uncle Merrill and Aunt Beulah that the "Side B" of
Elvis's "You Ain't Nothin' but a Hound Dog," would be a big hit; "Don't Be Cruel" did
just that.
Our family loved visiting his family in Edinburg, driving up on a Sunday from
Amsterdam, and the Brownell clam bakes held there for summers were highlights of
the year. And, certainly, Fred was just good to hang around with; he was engaging,
slyly funny, and he could scare the dickens out of us younger cousins (see cousin
Linnie's comment about that old hermit...!).
Now he's gone from us, so sadly, but his mark and spirit have been left indelibly,
never to disappear.
Thank you, Freddie.
Cousin Bobby Conyne

Robert Conyne - January 01, 2018 at 09:36 AM

“

My family and I spent many New Year's days at the home of my Aunt Beulah, Uncle
Merrill and Fred. My earliest memory of Fred is climbing the hill across from his
house with Fred and my brother. Fred was telling my little brother and I that there
was a hermit that lived on the hill. We kind of got the feeling that we should be
scared. After walking a ways, a man came walking down the hill. My brother and I
turned quickly and took off running down the hill. Fred enjoyed telling this story
throughout our lives. He had a great sense of humor and I will always remember his
grin and chuckles.
Evelyn Kinsey Showerman Forsyth

Evelyn Forsyth - December 31, 2017 at 05:47 PM

“

So sorry to hear this sad news. Rest in peace, Cousin Fred...
John Conyne

John Conyne - December 31, 2017 at 02:23 PM

“

"Pray for Fred’s soul. I miss him.
For my entire life, my family and our mutual friends, cousins, aunts, uncles and
grandparents have shared many wonderful experiences and activities with Fred and
his parent’s, Merrill and Beulah. I know all of you and your families and friends can
say the same. As a member of The Beech Hollow Author’s group, Fred shared in
writings and presentations, his humor, drama, music and intense interest in the
history of Edinburg."
Fred’s Cousin Claire Mary Lathers, Edinburg, NY December 29, 2017

Claire Lathers - December 29, 2017 at 07:50 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Fred. Thoughts and prayers for the family.

George and Deborah Reynolds - December 29, 2017 at 07:19 PM

“

Fred was like a book of knowledge when it came to his home town of Edinburg and
his family.
Always loved listening to Fred when he talked about The Brownell family history and
shared his collection of photos.
You will be missed Freddy, May you Rest in Peace.
Mark and Amy Brownell

Amy Brownell - December 29, 2017 at 06:45 PM

“

I will miss Fred at the Nellie Tyrrell Museum during the Edinburg Historical Society's
public celebrations and Open Houses. He knew everything about the local history!
He was a very friendly, kind person, too. The end of an era....

Pam Hanke - December 29, 2017 at 02:34 PM

“

Prayers to the family..RIP.. Fred.

Claude and Crystal Farrington

Crystal Farrington - December 28, 2017 at 05:45 PM

“

Coleen Edwards lit a candle in memory of Fred C. Brownell

coleen edwards - December 28, 2017 at 05:07 PM

